geopolitical region. The first was the Russian Revolution in 1917 which later (in the wake of the Second World War) extended its ideological and political system to the other parts of East Central Europe. Paradoxically, the second attempt to restore political and social injustice happened in the same region with the collapse of the very same communism in the late 1980s. This time, communism as an ideology and a political, economic, and social vision, which once upon a time had been a revolutionary venture to create a just and fair social environment, was entirely and profoundly rejected by those who had had to live through it.
During the `fiesta' of the 1989-1990 'revolutions' of East Central Europe, and their swift 'liberation' from both external and internal political oppression, both the actors in the transition and the experts analysing events agreed that the systemic changes in the region would take place peacefully, 'fairly', and rapidly. At the beginning, the common expectation was that political justice could be quickly restored, and new and just economic and political systems could be set up immediately. Nobody foresaw that the crisis in fundamental values which preceded the change of regimes in East Central Europe would continue. Hence, nobody expected that in all former socialist countries people's feelings would quickly become polarized, and in a virtually identical pattern throughout the region. Who is entitled to compensation for past injuries? Who is responsible for those injuries? Who should be considered as collaborators? Who should be rewarded for heroic resistance? How much state-owned property is to be distributed, and to whom? Finally, what policies should be pursued in the formation of a new moral and economic order?
In this article, we seek answers to these questions through the lenses of two cross-sectional studies of people's views of justice. Originally, twelve countries from various regions of the world were involved in data collection in 1991, and in 1996 the study was repeated for five East Central European countries (Czech Republic, Hungary, the former East Germany, Russia, and Bulgaria). Our aim in this article is to utilize the data from the two surveys which can provide a basis for a follow-up on both the stable and the changing elements in the social acceptance of the principles of justice The current analysis is restricted to four of the countries listed above.2 It is not concerned, however, with comparing the individual countries, but instead with exploring tendencies in the region as a whole. This unifying approach is justified by the fact that, in the decades before the political transition, the citizens of these countries were subjected to 'Transformation Trends in Eastern Europe', in Social Report 1998, end. 1. Kolosi, I. Gy. Toth, and Gy. Vukovics (Budapest: Tárki, 1999), pp. 541-564. 2. Unfortunately, the Czech case had to be left out of the current analysis. The Czech participants repeated the original study in 1995, but as several questions -key to our current discussion -were left out of the second questionnaire, the Czech data could not be incorporated into the current comparative analysis.
